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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, HO 

SUBJECT: COLUMBIA CANCELS NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION 

REF: TEGUCIGALPA 3030 

1. COLUMBIAN AMBASSADOR CALLED AMBASSADOR DANCHEZ AT 
NOON JULY 15 TO SAY THAT THE EMBASSY IS CANCELLING ITS 
NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION, JULY 20, AND THAT HE WOULD 

BE RELEASING A PRESS NOTICE TO THAT EFFECT THIS AFTERNOON. 
SUBSTANCE OF RELEASE WILL BE THAT GOC CANCELLING 
NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION HERE INDEFINITELY BECAUSE 
RECENT EVENTS AND THE SILENCE OF THE GOH ABOUT THOSE 
EVENTS IS HARMING COLUMBIAN FAMILIES. 

2. COMMENT: WE THINK THAT THE COLUMBIAN REACTION IS 
PREMATURE. THE GOH HAS NOT BEEN SILENT ABOUT THE OLANCHO 
SITUATION. IT HAS ARRESTED INDIVIDUALS BELIEVED 
IMPLICATED AND IS ISSUING BULLETINS ON PROGRESS OF 

ITS INVESTIGATION (SEE REFTEL). THE MILITARY INVESTIGATING 
COMMISSION IS PRESENTLY ATTEMPTING TO RECOVER THE BODIES AND 
HAS STATED THAT IT HOPES TO HAVE A REPORT READY BY JULY 16. 
SANCHEZ 
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